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Aim 

To investigate the importance of teachers’ 
citizenship activities on students’ civic 
knowledge and skills. 

 



Theoretical background 

Education environment has two baisic categories: (1) primary  
- family; (2) secondary – school (Hirsto, 2001) 

 School inpact factors to the students civic and citizenship 
education: schoolmates’, teachers’, school environment and  
curriculum influence on student’s civic skills, attitudes, 
knowledge and behaviour development (Torney-Purta, 2001; 
Crick & Advisory Group on Education for Citizen Schools, 
1998; Colby, Ehrlich, Beaumont, & Stephens, 2003; Marschal, 
1950). 

Teacher role in civic activities, cross curricilar links, 
relationships between students etc. (Homana & Baber, 2006; 
Baber, 2006)  

 



Methodology of Research 

Estonian and Latvian data form International Civic and Citizenship 
Study 2009 - ICCS 2009 (2007-2010; participating countries: 38) 

Data collection: 2009 

Respondents: Grade 8 (14 years old students) and their teachers 

Research base:   

3940 teachers (1863 teachers form Estonia and  2077 teachers 
form Latvia) 

5345 students (2743 students form Estonia and 2602 form 
Latvia) 

Instruments: students tests (testing civic and citizenship knowledge 
and skills);  teachers questionnaire (found out backgruond factors 
and facts; Likert type questions, multiple choose questions) 
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Descriptive statistics use for verifying teachers answers 

Factor analyse use for making representative variables  

Structural Equation Modelling - SEM multi-model use for 
compering Estonian and Latvian teachers citizenship 
activieties influence on students citizenship competences 

Statistical methods 



ICCS 2009 
average 

ICCS 2009 
country 
average for 
civic 
knowledge 
and skills 

*mean 500, s.e. 100 
* *(s.e.) 

* ** 

Schulz, Ainley, Fraillon,  
Kerr, & Losito, 2010 
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Varible establishment (from student test) 

Students‘ civic 
knowledge and skills 

students’ test 
 80 questions dividet to 7 test boklets 

Boklet 
Possition 

A B C 

1. C01* C02 C04 

2. C02 C03 C05 

3. C03 C04 C06 

4. C04 C05 C07** 

5. C05 C06 C01 

6. C06 C07** C02 

7. C07** C01 C03 
*claster; ** claster who was at  CIVIC study in1999 
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Environmental organisations (for example, UNESCO)  
Cultural and/or educational organisations 
Political parties or organisations  
Groups helping disadvantaged people  
Cultural groups promoting the integration of ethnic minorities 

Most important aims of civic and citizenship education at school is… 
…promoting knowledge of social, political and civic institutions 
…promoting knowledge of citizens’ rights and responsibilities 
…promoting students’ critical and independent thinking  

In your opinion, how many of your Grade 8 students … 
…get on well with their classmates? 
…are well integrated in the class? 
…respect their classmates even if they are different? 
…have a good relationship with other students 

With reference to the current school year, how many teachers in this 
school …  
…actively take part in school development? 
…encourage students’ active participation in school life? 
…cooperate in defining and drafting the school development plan?  

Please indicate how frequently each of the following problems occurs 
among students at this school. 
• Vandalism 
• Bullying 
• Violence 

How old are you? (Only one answer is possible) 

Teachers’ civic 
activities  

Civic and 
citizenship 

education aims at 
school 

Class 
environment 

Collaboration in the 
facilitation of school 

development 

Ability to influence 
students’ sense of 

citizenship  

Teacher’s age 

Varibles establishment (from teacher questionarie) 



Teachers’ civic activities  

Class 
environment 

Students‘ civic 
knowledge and skill 

Ability to influence 
students’ sense of 

citizenship  

Collaboration in the 
facilitation of school 

development 

Civic and citizenship 
education aims at 

school 

Teacher’s age 

Conceptual teachers’ civic activities  
influence model  
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χ2=2728,  
df=732 
χ2/df=4.06 (p<.05)  
RMSEA=.019 
CFI=.99 



Teachers’ civic activities  

Students‘ civic 
knowledge and skills 

Collaboration in the 
facilitation of school 

development 

Civic and 
citizenship 

education aims at 
school 

Class 
environment 

Manifest and latent variables standardized index’s of 
teachers’ civic activity influence multi-model  

0,11 

0,21 

Estonain teachers’ 
index 
Latvian teachers’ 
index 
 
*don’t have 
statistical 
siginifcance 

0,19 

0,11 

0,09 

0,13 

0,12 

0,16 

0,18 

0,07 

0,09 

0,18 

0,22 

0,25 

0,09 

-0,02* 
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Ability to 
influence 

students’ sense 
of citizenship  

Teacher’s age 



More significant influence on the education aims at school 
and the indirect influence on the level of students’ civic 
knowledge and skills are from teachers in Estonia.  

The collected data explains Estonian students’ high results in 
civic and citizenship education test in the comparison to 38 
participating countries.  

Teacher’s civic interest and everyday civic activities influence 
the teacher’s wish to create civically responsible and a 
favorably inclined environment at school and the level of 
students’ civic and citizenship education.  

 

Conclusion 


